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5. Whatever we conceive without an image is an idea of the pure mind, and whatever

we conceive with an image is an idea of the imagination.
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9. When, for example, | imagine a triangle, even if perhaps no such figure exists, or has
ever existed, anywhere outside my thought, there is still a determinate nature, or
essence, or form of the triangle which is immutable and eternal, and not invented by
me or dependent on my mind.
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20. When | take a world to verify p, | take it that if a world like that had existed, then p
would have been the case. So, when | imagine a world which | take to verify p-and
this is what it is to conceive that p on the proposed account-1 have it appear to me that
p is possible... the task of conceiving that p divides into two sub-tasks: imagining a
possible world, and satisfying oneself that p is true in it.
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22. “Modal imagination’ is ... a label for a certain sort of familiar mental act, and like
other such categories, it resists straightforward definition. But its phenomenology is
familiar. One has a positive intuition of a certain configuration within a world, and
takes that configuration to satisfy a certain description. When one modally imagines
H,0 molecules, for example, one imagines a configuration of particles. To modally
imagine Germany winning the Second World War, one might imagine a world in
which certain German armies win certain battles and go on to overwhelm Allied
forces within Europe. When one reflects on these imagined (parts of) worlds, they
reveal themselves as (parts of) worlds in which there are H,0 molecules, or in which
Germany won the Second World War.
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24. [P]rima facie and ideal versions of positive conceivability. P is prima facie positively

conceivable when one can modally imagine a situation that one takes to be coherent

and that one takes to verify p. P is ideally positively conceivable when p is prima facie

conceivable, and this positive conceivability cannot be undermined on idealized

reflection. In effect, we can distinguish prima facie coherence from true coherence ...
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True coherence requires that arbitrary details can be filled in with no contradiction
revealing itself on idealized reflection, whereas prima facie coherence requires merely
the appearance that the imagined situation is a situation in which p.
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