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Abstract

To accurately understand a statement and arrive at the speaker's intentions and
beliefs, specific rules and principles are needed. After reaching that information, it
must be analyzed logically in order to think about and use it in arguments. This
analysis in logic is carried out by analyzing propositions. "Proposition" has various
dimensions and components that are subject to philosophy's interpretation.
Philosophers' interpretations are of great importance and can be effective in analyses
and logical structures of assents, in addition to being used in sciences such as
epistemology. Using the method of content analysis, when Ibn Sina's writings in this
field are examined, it is found that there are three types of propositions with specific
rules: the verbal proposition (sentence), the rational proposition (proposition), and
the accepted proposition (assent). "Copulative" is the most fundamental component
in a sentence, which indicates the "predicative relation" in the proposition, a
relationship that results from a subjective relation and is an attribute of the subject.

In the assent, "judgment” is attributed to that relationship.
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Introduction

Understanding how natural language appears in logical form among Muslim
philosophers, particularly Ibn Sina, is essential for accurately comprehending their
works, enabling precise comparisons with other approaches, and benefiting fields like

philosophy and epistemology. Despite existing research, insufficient focus has been
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placed on "proposition" alongside "sentence" and "assent". Additionally, the nature of

the "copulative" and the "relation" it signifies remains philosophically ambiguous.

The Concept of Proposition

Ibn Sina provides multiple definitions for proposition: (a) speech containing a
relation between two things, followed by a truth/falsehood judgment; (b) speech that
could be true or false; (c) speech about which the speaker can be called truthful or
untruthful. Proposition includes both "verbal proposition" (expressed through words)
and "rational proposition" (perceived through meanings). Logicians focus on the

rational proposition.

Predicatevs. Assent

A fundamental distinction exists between "Predicate" and "Assent." Ibn Sina
distinguishes between conception of composite meanings (Predicate) and assent—
the mind's relation of this composite form to external objects.

Predicate in every proposition is the predication of the predicate to the subject,
not the subsumption of the subject under the predicate.

Where assent exists, the predicate necessarily exists. The predicate can exist
without assent (mere conception). In assent, their composition is either aggregative
(mentally-posited unity) or unitive (simple and real unity). Ibn Sina's position aligns
with unitive composition.

Three possibilities emerge regarding Ibn Sina's "proposition": (1) identical to
assent; (2) only predicate (without assent); (3) broader meaning encompassing both.
Evidence supports the third: (a) definition as speech admitting truth/falsehood—
assent cannot be thus defined; (b) poetical statements lack assent but are
propositions; (c¢) conditional propositions' components have no assent; (d)
distinction between accepted proposition (with assent) and predicatedproposition
(with doubt).

Truth, Falsehood, Affirmation, Negation
Ibn Sina adopts correspondence theory: a proposition is true when its meaning
corresponds to reality. This correspondence results from the soul's assent.
Affirmation/negation differ from truth/falsehood: (a) Ibn Sina indicates their
distinctness and priority over truth/falsehood; (b) truth is a relation between
proposition and reality, while affirmation is between subject and predicate; (c)
falsehood means lack of correspondence—a false proposition lacks assent.
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Thus, truth/falsehood pertain to assent, while affirmation/negation express propositional
form and content.
Proposition in Linguistic Form

Logicians distinguish between verbal proposition (sentence) and proposition—a
distinction maintained today between sentence and proposition. Their rules differ,
and confusion leads to fallacy.

When speakers use sentences to convey thoughts, they intend those meanings.
These sentences' meanings are propositions assented to by the speaker. This allows

accessing their beliefs. A single sentence can yield multiple propositions.

The Copulative

The "copulative" concerns verbal proposition—the word indicating the
predication of the predicate to the subject. It determines whether a proposition is
negative or infinite.

If proposition is taken as assent, three interpretations exist: (1)the early
logicians,while considering the predicative relation in a proposition to be
theassentitself, regarded thecopulativeas indicating theassent; 2)
thecopulativeindicates only theassent (whereas this group of logicians considers the
predicative relation to be other than theassent); (3) the copulative indicates
predicative relation, with assent attaching to it. The first two are incompatible with
Ibn Sina; the third is consistent.

Materials & Methods

This study is conducted using the method of content analysis of Ibn Sina's
philosophical and logical texts. No experimental or statistical methods have been
used. The primary sources include Ibn Sina's works in philosophy (theology) and
logic, and the analysis is carried out through conceptual and propositional analysis.

Discussion & Result

A distinction exists between "verbal proposition" (sentence), "rational proposition”
(proposition), and "accepted proposition” (assent). A sentence can indicate both
proposition and assent.

The "copulative" indicates the "predicativerelation" in both proposition and

assent. This "relation" differs from "assent." The predicativerelation is the
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predication of the predicate to the subject —an attribute of the subject. "assent” is
constituting the relation between that predicativeand reality.

assent attaches to the predicativerelation. "Affirmation" and "negation" pertain to
propositions, but in assent, affirmation expresses affirmation and negation expresses

calling false.

Conclusion

In Ibn Sina's logical system, "proposition" is not a univocal term but encompasses
three distinct levels: verbal proposition (sentence), rational proposition (proposition),
and accepted proposition (assent). The "copulative" indicates the predicative relation
in both proposition and assent, yet this relation is fundamentally different from assent
itself. Assent consists of constituting the relation between that predicative and reality,
while the predicative relation remains an attribute of the subject. This distinction
clarifies that truth and falsehood pertain to assent, whereas affirmation and negation
pertain to propositional form. Understanding this layered structure is essential for any
accurate logical analysis of Ibn Sina's works and for avoiding category mistakes in

comparing his logic with other philosophical traditions.
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