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Abstract

The central problem of this article is the semantic transformations of the “matter
(madda) of the proposition” in Islamic logic, for which at least four major positions
have been advanced: (1) Ibn Stna (Avicenna) defines the matter of propositions as
the nafs al-amr relation of predicate to subject and reduces it to the triad
necessity/possibility/impossibility, while treating constraints such as permanence
(dawam), non-permanence (/@-dawam), non-necessity (la-dariira), and temporal or
qualificational conditions (fixed time, indeterminate time, and the like) under
modality (jihah), not under matter; (2) Afdal al-Din al-Khiinaji, by adding non-
permanence and non-necessity alongside permanence and necessity, brings the
number of matters to four; (3) Athir al-Din al-AbharT enumerates thirteen matters,
thereby increasing the inventory but blurring the boundary between matter and
modality; (4) Nasir al-Din al-Tdsi, criticizing AbharT’s multiplication and returning
to the Avicennian three, restricts matter to nafs al-amr relations among concepts
(nisab nafs al-amriyya bayna al-mafahim). On the basis of texts representing these
four views, together with other logicians, the article reaches the following results:

(a) the increase in the number of matters by KhiinajT and Abhart produces an overlap
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between matter and modality and disorder in the division of modalities; (b) the Ibn
Stna/TsT position, by interpreting matter as a nafs al-amr relation, enhances the
efficacy of modal syllogisms; (c) the concluding proposal is that “matter” be
confined to the nafs al-amr relation, while “modality (jihah)” should encompass all
temporal constraints (such as fixed time, indeterminate time, permanence, non-
permanence) and verbal or mental qualifiers (such as bi-shart al-wasf “under the

condition of the description” and hin al-wasf “at the time of the description”).

Keywords: matter (madda), modality (jihah), Avicenna (Ibn Sina), Khiinaj1, Abharf,

Tust.
Introduction

This article investigates the historical and semantic development of the notions of
material and modality in Islamic logic, focusing on the gradual transformation of the
concept traditionally called maddah al-qadiyya. The central problem is whether the
matter of a proposition should be understood narrowly as the real relation obtaining
between subject and predicate in external reality, or whether it should be expanded
to include a wider range of modal determinations that later logicians increasingly
associated with it. The article argues that the history of Islamic logic reveals a
sustained tension between conceptual economy and classificatory expansion: while
Avicenna establishes a restrained and relatively stable framework, later logicians
repeatedly attempt to enrich the analysis of propositions by multiplying the kinds of
matter, often at the cost of blurring the distinction between material and modality.

Materials & Methods

The study adopts a historical-textual and comparative method, examining the
writings of major logicians in the Avicennan and post-Avicennan traditions. It reads
Avicenna in parallel with Bahmanyar, Ibn Sahlan al-Sawi, Suhrawardi, Fakhr al-Din
al-Razi, Afdal al-Din Khunji, Athir al-Din Abhari, Nasir al-Din Tusi, al-Hilli, Ibn
Kammiina, and Samarkandi. Rather than treating these authors as offering isolated
definitions, the article traces the semantic migration of a single logical concept
across different textual and doctrinal contexts. In doing so, it reconstructs not only
the explicit definitions provided by each author, but also the conceptual assumptions
that govern their use of the distinction between material and modality. The analysis
is therefore both historical and philosophical: it follows the chronology of doctrinal

change while also assessing the internal coherence of the resulting logical schemes.
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Discussion & Results

The discussion begins with Avicenna, whose account remains decisive for the later
tradition. For him, the matter of a proposition is not a merely linguistic feature but the
real state of affairs that makes the proposition apt for necessity, possibility, or
impossibility. In this framework, material is ontological, whereas modality is the
logical articulation of that ontology. Bahmanyar and Ibn Sahlan largely preserve this
Avicennan orientation, though they refine its expression in different ways. Suhrawardi
introduces a more flexible vocabulary of modal fitness, and Fakhr al-Din al-Razi
further complicates the analysis by distinguishing between simple and compound
modal directions, thereby preparing the ground for later classification schemes. The
decisive expansion occurs in Khunji, who adds non-necessity and non-continuity to
the traditional scheme and thereby enlarges the taxonomy of material. Abhar1 then
radicalizes this tendency by enumerating thirteen matters, a move that significantly
increases analytical detail but at the same time erodes the boundary between material
and modality. Once material is multiplied in this way, it begins to absorb features that
should belong to the modal qualification of the proposition rather than to its
ontological ground. The result is a conceptual overloading of the term material: instead
of clarifying proposition analysis, the expanded scheme risks turning every relevant
predicate into a type of matter. Against this tendency, TiisT offers a corrective reading
that restores the Avicennan core. He rejects the uncontrolled proliferation of matters
and insists that the matter of a proposition should remain tied to the real relation
between concepts, while modal and directional qualifiers should be handled
separately. Later thinkers such as al-Hillt and Ibn Kammiina generally continue this
critical line, and Samarkandi reflects the continued tension between classificatory
richness and conceptual discipline.

Conclusion

The article concludes that the historical development of maddah al-qadiyya cannot
be understood as a simple accumulation of definitions. Rather, it is a sequence of
conceptual reconfigurations in which the relation between material and modality is
repeatedly renegotiated. The Avicennan-Tiisian position emerges as the most
coherent because it preserves a clear distinction between the real ontological basis of
the proposition and its modal determination. By contrast, the later expansion of the
concept of material, especially in Khunji and Abhari, increases taxonomic

complexity but weakens logical precision. The study therefore argues that the
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philosophical strength of the classical tradition lies not in multiplying categories, but
in maintaining the distinction between what belongs to material and what belongs

to modality.
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