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Abstract

Hilli, with mastery of logic and ustil and with a comparative and critical perspective
toward earlier logicians, undertook an important reconsideration of the classification
of the categorical proposition. He expanded the traditional fourfold structure of
propositions (singular, generic, indefinite, and definite) into a more comprehensive
fivefold system by distinguishing between the generic and the general proposition.
Hill’s innovation, through a precise redefinition of the distinction between the
generic proposition (where the subject is considered in terms of its abstract quiddity)
and the general proposition (where the subject is considered in terms of applying
universality to individuals), opened the way for applications in ustl, logic, and
jurisprudence. This innovation, however, was overlooked due to the dominance of
the logical school of Khiinaj1 and his followers, but it was later revived in the works
of subsequent usilts in the form of the conceptual distinction between the actual
proposition (haqiql) and the external proposition (khariji). Adopting a historical
approach, this article analyzes the dimensions of Hillt’s innovation in revising the
classification of categorical propositions, and after explaining the reasons for the
neglect of his scheme and the lack of reception among logicians, it advances the
hypothesis that Hilli’s innovation was particularly appreciated among later usilis

due to its methodological and jurisprudential applications.
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Introduction

Abill Manstr Jalal al-Din Hasan ibn Yaisuf ibn Mutahhar al-Hillt (684—726 AH), one
of the most prolific logicians in the Islamic period, played an influential role in the
history of logic due to his comprehensive insight and synthetic approach. One of his
logical innovations is his reconsideration of the division of categorical propositions
in terms of the subject and his particular conception of the definition of the "generic"
(tabi‘iyya) proposition. Aristotle first presented a twofold division of the categorical
proposition in the Prior Analytics. Al-Farabt (260-339 AH) added the singular
proposition. Ibn Sina (370—428 AH), in al-Isharat wa al-Tanbthat, introduced a new
classification of categorical propositions based on the subject. Ibn Sina's
classification was taken up by later logicians, who offered different interpretations.
In the 7th/13th century, al-Khiinaji (590-646 AH), al-Urmaw1 (594-682 AH), al-
Abhari (597-664 AH), al-Katibi (617675 AH), and others incorporated the generic
proposition into this classification and presented it as a fourfold division. Al-Hilli,
with a deep and critical look at previous classifications of the categorical
proposition, especially regarding the generic proposition, reconsidered it and, by
adding a new type, expanded this structure from four to five parts. This innovation
requires further study to understand its dimensions. What are the dimensions of al-
Hillt's innovation? What logical implications and consequences does it have? To
what extent was this innovation accepted by later logicians? The present article

seeks to investigate these questions and understand the aspects of this innovation.

Materials & Methods

This article adopts a historical and comparative method to examine the fivefold
division of the categorical proposition in Hill''s thought. This division is a
conceptual innovation and requires a logical and epistemological reexamination. By
precisely explaining the difference between the natural and general propositions, one
can re-identify the logical status of this division and show that the replacement of
the term "real" (haqiqr) with "generic" (tabi‘T) was not merely a verbal change, but

rather points to applications in usil, logic, theology, and jurisprudence.
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Discussion & Result

The findings of this study are threefold. First, Hilli's fivefold division (singular,
indefinite, definite, generic, general) provides a more precise semantic tool for
analyzing categorical propositions than the preceding fourfold division (singular,
generic, indefinite, definite). The key distinction lies in how the universal subject is
considered: the generic proposition (tabi‘iyya) predicates something of the nature
considered in itself, without regard to its instances; the general proposition (‘amma)
predicates something of the nature precisely insofar as universality (kulliyya)
accidentally accrues to it. This distinction allowed Hilll to resolve long-standing
ambiguities in the works of previous logicians, including his own teacher al-TasT.
Second, despite its analytical power, Hillt's fivefold division was largely ignored by
later logicians due to the institutional dominance of the logical school of al-Khiinaj1
and al-Katibi. Commentators such as al-Taftazani and al-Yazdi subsumed the
"general" proposition under the generic proposition or dismissed it altogether. Third,
while neglected in logic, Hilll's conceptual framework was revived in later usil al-
figh by scholars such as Akhund Khurasani and Mirza Na'ini, who renamed the
generic proposition as the "real" (haqiqi) proposition but omitted the general

proposition entirely.

Conclusion

The logical innovation of al-Hillt in the fivefold division of the categorical
proposition is important and worthy of attention. By proposing this division, he
established a clear distinction between generic and general propositions and was
able, with analytical precision, to resolve some of the ambiguities present in the
views of his predecessors. Al-HillT's main distinction lay in the difference between
considering nature qua itself (min haythu hiya hiya) in generic propositions and
considering the occurrence of universality upon individuals in general propositions;
in such a way that his innovation provided a precise differentiating aspect between
considering the subject-nature as an independent essence (generic) and considering
its occurrence upon a multiplicity of individuals (general). Despite this precision, al-
Hillt's innovation was not widely welcomed in logic, and many commentators,
following the logical style of al-Khiinaji, al-Abhari, al-Urmawi, and al-Katibi,
refrained from teaching it. This lack of acceptance caused a disruption in the
classification of categorical propositions and reduced their logical applicability. It

seems that later usiilis, especially al-Khurasani and al-Na'ini, with the aim of
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redefining concepts and adapting them to the needs of ustl al-figh, revived the
content of al-Hillt's theory, and probably in this process, the generic proposition
became conflated with the real (haqiqi) proposition, and the general proposition was
also reinterpreted in a usiilt framework. As a result, it might be said that due to the
similarity between the real proposition and al-HillT's generic proposition, the term
"real" became common among usiilis so that al-Hillt's logical legacy could continue

in a new form.
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1. Aristotle
2. on interpretation

3. We call proposition those only that have truth or falsity in them.” “dmo@oavtikog 8¢ ov mdg,
AL &v & 10 dAnBevewy | wevdesBon vapyel.” (17a 4- 6)

4. followed by morphology

5. “Of all proposition a verb or a tense of a verb must from part.”

“"Avaykn 8¢ mavto AGyov AToPavTIKOV €K PULOTOG ival | TTOCEMS PUATOG.”
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