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Abstract 

According to the maximalism about truthmaker, every true proposition has a truthmaker. 

One of the challenges faces maximalism is: what kind of entities are truthmakers of 

negative propositions? There are many solutions suggested by maximalists. One class of 

these solutions is based on negative entities. In the present paper we first briefly explain the 

problem. Then we indicate some solutions which are based on negative entities and some 

objections. These solutions are based on views entitled “totality states of affairs”, 

“polarity”, “absences” and “fundamental negative facts”. According to the solution based 

on totality states of affairs, in every negative case, in addition to positive facts the totality of 

them makes another fact, which in turn, plays the role of Truthmaker of negative 

proposition.  According to the polarity solution, objects instantiate the properties into 

positive and negative manner and negative facts that result from the negative instantiation 

are considered as Truthmaker of negative propositions. According to the absence solution, 

the Truthmaker of negative proposition is considered as the absence of Truthmaker 

belonging to its alternative positive proposition. According to the fundamental negative 

facts solution, fundamentally there are negative facts the same as positive facts and these 

facts are Truthmaker of negative propositions. Finally, we will present our solution to the 

problem which is based on negative facts considered as the exemplification of relative non-
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entities, and we will show that this solution is free from the objections to which other 

solutions confront. 

Keywords: Truthmaker, Negative propositions, Totality states of affairs, polarity, 

absences, Negative facts. 
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� iJ�' .���   �*� ������2?

   #�+6��* ��2�' �� ��'� .#�� �+' (
� �*� 	��1� "� #�� #+6��* (
� �� �+H #�� �+' (
� -

(
� #�� (�N' 	'�9 ���   ��+' (�
� �*� 	��1� E�9 iJ�' �4���4 ����> "� �25 )�N �2n
   �� * ��2�� (	1�&+4) E�9 .0� �� *� �� "���  #&+4 �
�N1' �+' (
� �*� �����2? E�9 ��

E��9�   .#&+4 ��
�N>  
	'#+6��* �"+�*� �2z> (
� gJ? �� "� C+0� ^D�1�� C+��2?     ��04�N� ��+4 	'��9 ����
#+6��*.�01&� �
�N> * ���> ����� ��2Q* ���  

   �*� ���1� E��9 * �+' (
� �*� ����2? E�9 :�
�+P� �v4 �� �� 	'�9 #+6��* *� (
�
#+6��* (+� �� .�+' (
� �5�-4 ��
�N> 	'�9 ���(
� ��  )��N@0
� #=+=� �� *� (
� h�2�

 )��N@0
� ��
f,�4�
�N> K�� ���� �� (
����0� .�01&� #+6��* 7
 * ��2�   G�
D K���) ��� -

	S
* ����� *� (
� �(t1+4	S
* s+� * �01&� 	4�&�
 ���   �� 	��
 "�� ����4 �2Q* ��
(
�(
� �'� .�5�� )p ���< ��P
� * �5�� "15�� ��  iJ��' .#�&+4 �2n     ��v4 �� �� 	�S
* (�
�

 :�
�+P�" #��� �+' (
� �*� 	��1�  "� #+6��* (
� �� )�2� lNQ K���"    "�� #��� (�5*� .
     ���1� E��9) E*� #�+6��* ��'� ���� �� 	S
* (
� (�+' (
� �*� ����2? E�9) ^*� #+6��*

�+' (
� �*� ((
� 	S
* �� ����4 ��  "� (�N' #&+4 "� C� ��1� �*�  (�
�  ��+'  T�=U> 
"15�� �5�� * C� E�9 ��1� .(
����0� #+6��* L	'�9 #&A4  	�S
*�� �� ����  "��  #�+6��* 
L	'�9 E*� ���< )p #�� .�f� (
� *� )�N@0
� �01&+4 * �� "Y+14 �
�N1' �� C� �01&�.7  
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)�N� ���� (
� ��#+6��* �� "� �2n   #�+6��* �� ���� �2�Q* �
��N> ��2Q* ���  ����
 �2Q* �
�N> �+4 	'�9(
� �f� .����      ��5�� T�=U' 	'��9 #�+6��* 7�
 i�<�� "� #&+4 �2n

#+6��* "�$�.�01&� T=U' ���61' 	'�9 ���  
#+6��* (+0  "� "Q2> �� ^��"$%&' �	
������ ����� ���  	1������ .��, "-��� ���

	' ��+,���� :�0����� ���#+6��* "-��� ������� iJ�' .�01&� 	'�9 ��� (
� ���  �����
 "�" #&+4 ��1� �+' (
� �*�" .�+' (
� �*� ��1� E�9 :#�� 	'�9 #+6��* (
�  

(
� "� 	��2�     	�1+6��* 32�4 "�  ��+' (
� �*� ��1� E�9 :"� #�� (
� #�� ��I' �Q
)p h�'2=' / #��     "�� #�+6��* (�
� 	06
 W�X�01' L	��Y
� M#+6��* �� W�
�N> * /#&+ 

 "  "� #�� �+' (
� �*� 	��1�/#�� 2U4  
#+6��* �� hD�2� (
� "� .��, ���� 	' 3*�5 	��Y
�  (�
� �*� 	��1� �+0� |�< .C+0�

(
� �� �5�� �+'  #��� (5*� .#�� T=U' #�� �+' (
� �*� 	��1� "� #+6��* (
� h�2�
"I��� * �+' �2Q* ���1� �2Q* #+6��* (
� h�'2=' "�  .#�� )�5 l��* ��+  �*� �  

"� #+6��* (
� ^��   D��� ^D�1�� "� "Q2> �� �
�+P� �v4 �� �� #&+4 �+' (
� �*� 	��1�
    "�I��� * ��+' �2�Q* ����1� E�9 :�� �0>��-9 #+6��* (
� h�'2=' �g�B' E��9� T=U> �� �

(
� �� .)�5 l��* ��+  �*�     �� W�X��01' L	���Y
� #�+6��* �� #�+6��* (
� �
�N> h�2�
)p h�'2=' �� 	�
�9 * ��1� �2Q*) ��.#�� (��1� E  

���� ����
� (
� ���� ������ �� ���"-��� �#�� 	1+6��* ��  "�� )p  �����  i�<��� 
������� )p �#�� �� gJ? "
�v4� ~4��1&'�p "� �� )p "N�  �����  ����  "-����  V��2> 

7
 ������� #+'�N> ��� ���� 	'j�5 "� gJ? �2@5 #�� . "��  h���-9  ��P
� ��  (�
� 
���
� �� gJ? "
�v4� �~4��1&'�p ������� "-���  i�<���  7�
  ����� L����  #�+'�N>��� 
�4���4 "�$� �� ������ ������� G��01' �� W�2? �� ����.  

#+6��* �"
�v4 (
� �� (+0oN�  iJ��' .�4��� �2? E2=' ���Q� �� K=1&' 	O=4 	'�9 ���
 .��1� �*� W2,�� E�9 :�
�+P� �v4 �� �� #+6��* (
� 	�' �v4 "�     #�+6��* (�
� "�� ����

	�$9 �=4 (
� * #�� ��1� L)�'p W2Q "� �
� G-� K���  #����*�<  "��  E��9  W2�,�� * 
�2Q* ��1� #&+4.    
�� (
� "
�v4 �� gJ? ���
� 	01-' �� ���+H "� ������� ���� ����  "-���� ��  #�-+H 

#+6��*�� 	'�#&4�� ������� ������� "-��� �� .0� #+6��* ��2� )#+6��* 	;0' (*  �f�� 
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�� gJ? ��+H "� �2U4� LT=U> )p ^2@Y' * M#U� L��&14� T=U>  (1�5�� ��  )��@Q  "�� 
)p {2�O' "� �v4 	'j��� 	1
2� K���^2-��> "� �v4 	'�
p.  

       2�PQ * ������ ����
� * #�+-I� ��� 	�01-' ���
� gJ? �� ����
� (
� �� �*J9 "�
(Barker & Jago, 2013) �(
�  .��0�� #+6��* 7
 K+�O> 	S
* �� * �5 �� "� #&+4 �2n

	S
* 	%+5 ��"I��� s+� ����� �5�� "15��4 �� ��    2�U4 "�� 	�1�) #&+4 	S
* )p �� ��
.���� "I��� 	S
* )p �� "� #�� �5 )p E�9 "�$� (	;0'  

  
9 .?@A ���=  

"I��� �z1A' 	<�6' �� �6� "��=' (
� ������ �   "�� ������  "$%�&' 	�<�6' ����� �  ����
����"Q�2' )p �� )�
�������� "� "-��� ���  	�?�� �� C
��� ��*�' "'��� �� .C+1?���, �4�

C@' ��.��, (
�>  #�+6��* #�+'�N> :�� �4�2� 	01-' "� "$%&' (
� ���    �#�+6��* #�+-I� ����
#+6��* * ��+H   ����5� ��2�' ��� �� * (
��+0� L	;0' ���  � "�� ���>2� ��   "�
�v4 )p hD���5

 #�+6��* ��� �� 24 	���
� 	<�6' "� tr� .C+15��       E���9� T�=U> ��� 	�01-' �	�;0' ����
#+6��* �� 	0++-> "� C
��� 	6� * C+1?���, �g�B'���� )�209 "� �	;0' ���  ����� ���� -

.��, hD��5� �� � "� C+�� "Z��� �"-��� ���.�5�-4 (+O+, ���  
  

�B �C*D ��
 

1 .(
� ������ �Q)p �� .#�� �v4 ��2' 	-+��> ���  ����� "�� �Q      * ��06' LG-�� "�� 	�$+$U> ����
������ * ��2� ���� �4��� "� ���1?��  	�' ��v4 "� �f� �01&+4 )�@Q �  ����� ����   C�� �����

)�@Q�� .�4���4  
2 .���� K��"
�v4 ���� �'� .#&+4 ��� ����� �� "�
�v4 �
�14 �� K�� (
� "� �4�=16' ���+&� �

 .#�� ��� 	1=��I'(Armstrong, 1997, 14) ������ (+0oN� *  "�
�v4 ��� K�� (
� �������4 � -

"
�v4 "$NQ �� ��� 	F�-=4� ��� :"� �+0� 32Q� ��� 	>��
� �(Vision, 2005)   "���=' (�
� �� .
"
�v4�� (+� #-&4 * #�� |*�;' ��� 	1=��I' � ����� K     * ���� h��
�v4 �
��� * ����

.#�� ��*S, (
� �� ���? )p E��2� 

3. "I��� #+��' "�0
����� ��U� KU' �#�� "42P  ����      ���P4 "�$NQ �� j#��� 	�4�*��< ����
 :"� �+0�(Lowe & Rami, 2009) ����� T=U> "� #�� (
� {�1O' ��� 	�* .    �� �2�U4 "�� ������

���� ��� R�U4��� "n2��' ��� 	' ��*�F.�00�    
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4. "1-�� �U� �� ������� 	$+$U> ���? �� (
� ��*S, #�� .�f� 	���
� �� "� ��  ����� )p  ��� 
����� 	-+��> �0'��+4 ������� #�� �+4 ""4�
��������" 	'C+'�4.  

5 .�� )p�Q "� ~4��1&'�p �JI�� ) #+6F*state of affairs (�� ^��6' ��  #+6��*(fact) "����  j����� ��  (�
�  "1�524 
(+� (
� *� �JI�� 	��< "15�fP4C
� * )p�� �� "� ��Q �P
��
 "���� 	'C
��.  

6. (Armstrong, 1997), (Armstrong, 2004) 

7 ."1-�� (�N' #�� ^��5� �25 "� K�� G
Dt1+4  ��������  #���+5� *  "�4  #�+6��* ��� . (�
��� -

h�2� �� 	�D�1�� "��O' ^D�1�� �2< 	')�2> #; "� "E�9 ����2?"  ��+H �� " E��9  ���1�" 
#�� "���  	�*� 	S
* "K��� lNQ )�2� ��  �2�Q*  �����2?" ��  �����4 ��  	����  "�� E*�  (�
� 

	S
* �� ���� * �f� ������ K�� G
Dt1+4 (
� *� �+H C� �01&� * �� )p ��Q  "��  h��'2=' *� 
M#+6��*  L�2�f' (1' �� �
�N1' j�01&� )p *� #+6��* �+4 �
�N1' �0��2? �2�.     

  
5�9# ���D 

 ���@'�NU' �)�
2-41395#
p 	��z1?� ���p �� KN1O') 	'J�� ";&$< �� 	
����1&Q �  �(	�F�+< ��
.	'J�� #N�� h���O14� :C�  
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